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The Risk Taker

ith her long, flowing black hair, flaw-
less porcelain skin and impeccably
tailored black power suit, it’s easy to
imagine Caroline Chu as a Silicon
Valley exec, or as the founder of a luxury skin-
care and cosmetics company. At 45, the Tivin
Peaks resident has managed to be both.

After spending nearly 15 years in high tech

(her most recent job was creative director for
computer-graphics company Nvidia) and send-
ing her daughter off to UCLA, Chu knew she
was ripe for a change. “I was 41, and thought,
If not now, when?” she says of her decision to
start her own business. “So I
packed my bags, put every-
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thing into storage and trav-

ol eled for two years around the
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world to recharge and do
you
could actually
trust

my research.”

In December of 2007,
Chu unveiled a full namesake
line, which she developed out of her experi-
ences growing up in Taiwan and traveling to
Europe and Asia, where she admits part of her
rigorous research involved getting a facial or a
massage almost daily. Many of her gorgeously
packaged cleansers, toners and masks contain
soothing fruit extracts, ginseng and green tea

(her mother owned a tea shop in Taiwan) as
key ingredients. Since the launch of her web
site, carolinechu.com, she’s grown a customer
base that extends as far as Australia, the UK
and Singapore.

Looking back, what spurred Chu to make
the leap from high tech to beauty? “I liked
working in technology, but it’s not something
you can really smell or touch,” says Chu, who
says she actually enjoyed waking up at 5:30 a.m.,
before her daily hour-long commute to the
South Bay; to get dressed and leisurely apply her
makeup. “I want to promote a lifestyle of feel-
ing relaxed each day, even for those times you
(_'ﬂn,t gCt to the Spaor you want to save money
and do it at home.” —NEgRi1ssa Pacio
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